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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference 
Standing Committee on Public Safety 
Resolution #1 
 

Resolution Calling on Governor Andrew M. Cuomo to Create a New York 
State 911 Department that Supports County Public Safety Answering Points 

and Enhances Local Emergency Dispatch Services 
 
WHEREAS, counties provide 911 services in New York State by operating Public Safety 
Answering Points (PSAPs) that serve all residents in times of emergency by dispatching 
emergency medical, fire, and police assistance; and 
 
WHEREAS, counties continue to incur substantial costs to upgrade and maintain 
communications systems, as well as keep up to date with technological changes; and 
 
WHEREAS, a statewide 9-1-1 department would assist in the development and 
improvement of 9-1-1 service in New York State that represents ALL stakeholders 
involved in 9-1-1 services; and  
 
WHEREAS, the department will: 

 act as a clearinghouse of contact information for all telephone companies operating in 
the state and contact information and 9-1-1 fees charged in each jurisdiction; 

 secure resources for the creation, operation, expansion, and cooperative undertaking of 
local public safety answering points;   

 secure and direct the distribution of public safety surcharge funds and grants as needed; 
 facilitate information sharing among state agencies and county public safety answering 

points;  
 coordinate and develop training program standards for 9-1-1 directors, supervisors and 

9-1-1 call takers;  
 create and maintain best practices databases for public safety answering-point 

operations; and  
 provide necessary networks to support 9-1-1 both in a legacy and NG 9-1-1 environment. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the public safety standing committee and 
the New York State Association of Counties call upon Governor Cuomo to enable the 
creation of a State 9-1-1 Department; and   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolutions to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the Department 
of Homeland Security and Emergency Services, and all others deemed necessary and 
proper. 
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference 
Standing Committee on Public Safety 
Resolution #2 
 

Resolution Calling on Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the State 
Legislature to More Equitably and Efficiently Impose the 9-1-1 Surcharge on 
All Wireless Communications Devices and Use Revenues to Finance County 

9-1-1 
 
WHEREAS, the State of New York imposes a $1.20 public safety surcharge on wireless 
“contract telephones,” which, when it was enabled in statute, was intended to fund 9-1-1 
operations and help dispatchers, first responders and law enforcement officers to 
communicate and respond to emergencies; and 
  
WHEREAS, the “pre-paid” cellular phone market is currently not contributing 
resources to support 9-1-1 service; and 
 
WHEREAS, it’s estimated that at least 1/3 of all cell phones are “pre-paid” and do not 
pay the $1.20 state surcharge or the $.30 local surcharge; and 
  
WHEREAS, more than 30 states have expanded their 9-1-1 surcharge to “pre-paid” 
phones; and  
 
WHEREAS, the growth of smart phones into the “prepaid” marketplace in recent years 
is accelerating and providers are moving away from annual contracts toward “prepaid” 
monthly programs; and 
  
WHEREAS, the State’s revenues from the $1.20 surcharge totals nearly $200 million 
annually but is declining, with the majority of collected revenue used by the state for 
purposes other than 9-1-1; and 
  
WHEREAS, current funding mechanisms do provide enough funding to address the 
essential needs of all counties nor the implementation of NextGen 9-1-1. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls upon Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the State Legislature to 
determine a way to ensure adequate funds are available for emergency needs and 
authorize all counties the authority to impose a local surcharge up to a $1.20 on ALL 
wireless devices that are capable of accessing 911 services; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any expansion of the state surcharge to prepaid 
plans should commensurately authorize local surcharges for the same purpose; and 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the state should provide optional authority for the 
local wireless $.30 surcharge for the 8 counties that do not currently impose this 
surcharge; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the Commissioner of the 
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference     
Standing Committee on Public Safety 
Resolution #3 
 
Resolution Calling on Governor Cuomo and the New York State Legislature 
to Pass Legislation that would Promote the Use of Video Conferencing for 

Court Appearances for Inmates Held at a County Jail 
 
WHEREAS, under current law, video conferencing of inmates for arraignment or other 
court appearances is permitted in several counties, but is actually not in practice 
because the law requires the inmate to agree to such an appearance; and 
 
WHEREAS, many counties have state of the art video conferencing systems which are 
not used for inmate court appearances, simply because inmates routinely chose to be 
transported to court rather than make an appearance by video conference; and 
 
WHEREAS, expanding the use of video conferencing for court appearances would save 
much time and county taxpayer expense by avoiding transporting inmates to court for 
minor or routine matters, make courtrooms safer, and avoid problems which might 
happen when inmates are transported by auto or van to a courtroom many miles away 
from the jail. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that upon the review and 
recommendation of the public safety committee that the New York State Association of 
Counties supports S554 Young to promote the full and expanded use of video 
conferencing for court appearances for inmates held at a county jail; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the applicable judge in the presiding court, and 
not the inmate, should make the determination as to whether video conferencing is 
appropriate for the particular court appearance to be made; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolutions to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York 
State Legislature, and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference     
Standing Committee on Public Safety 
Resolution #4 
 
Resolution Calling on Governor Cuomo and the New York State Legislature 
to Pass Legislation that Would Allow All Counties the Option for their Local 

Correctional Facility to Detain Persons Under Arrest Being Held for 
Arraignment 

 
WHEREAS, this legislation would permit the use of local correctional facilities by 
various police agencies as a holding cell for pre-arraignment prisoners, and  
 
WHEREAS, under the current law, 21 counties have state authority for the detention 
of persons under arrest being held for arraignment in any court located in the county; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, these 21 counties had to go directly to the New York State Legislature for 
individual state authority, and 
 
WHEREAS, the remaining 36 counties would like to have the option to provide 
detention for persons under arrest being held for arraignment in any court located in 
that county; and  
 
WHEREAS, this legislation will assist counties in their continuous efforts to insure 
that counsel for all parties are present at all crucial proceedings, including arraignment 
and other initial appearances; and  
 
WHEREAS, allowing for the best utilization of county resources and staff allocations; 
and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that upon the review and 
recommendation of the public safety committee that the New York State Association of 
Counties calls on Governor Cuomo and the New York State Legislature to pass 
legislation that would allow all counties the option for their local correctional facility to 
detain persons under arrest being held for arraignment; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolutions to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York 
State Legislature, and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference     
Standing Committee on Public Safety 
Resolution #5 
 
Resolution Calling on Governor Cuomo and the New York State Legislature 
to Pass Legislation that Prohibits Civilian Drone Use Within One Thousand 

Feet of a Correctional Facility 
 
WHEREAS, a drone is often called an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), or an 
unmanned aircraft system (UAS), is an aircraft without a human pilot aboard; and  
 
WHEREAS, the use drones or unmanned aerial systems, including recreational 
civilian drone use, has increased exponentially in recent years; and 
 
WHEREAS, with the increased use of drones, it has been reported that drones have 
been dropping packages containing marijuana, heroin, and other contraband items into 
recreational areas of correctional facilities across the country; and 
 
WHEREAS, contraband in prisons contributes to violence endangering the safety and 
wellbeing of both inmates and correctional staff; and  
 
WHEREAS, S2125 Ritchie prohibits civilian drone use within one thousand feet of a 
correctional facility; and  
  
WHEREAS, violating this provision shall result in a civil penalty of $1000.00 for the 
first offense and is punishable as a misdemeanor for each subsequent offence; and 
 
WHEREAS, by restricting drone use in the immediate vicinity of a correctional 
institution this bill promotes a safer and more harmonious prison environment by 
keeping all members of the correctional community safe. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that upon the review and 
recommendation of the public safety committee that the New York State Association of 
Counties supports S2125 Ritchie prohibiting civilian drone use within 1000 feet of a 
correctional facility; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolutions to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York 
State Legislature, and all others deemed necessary and proper.  


